
 

"The power of just mercy is that it belongs to the undeserving." 
(Bryan Stevenson)  

Reminding us of God’s readiness to forgive sin and to restore people to His 
friendship, today’s gospel challenges us to show the same mercy to others 
around us and to live as forgiven people, actively seeking reconciliation. The  
gospel also encourages us to reflect seriously on the ultimate example of God’s 
compassionate love for us. It reminds us that we cannot stand by self-righteously 
and condemn the lives of others when God is calling them tenderly to conversion. 
The sinful woman’s story of sin committed, and sin forgiven in today’s Gospel 
shows the inexhaustible mercy and compassion Jesus grants to sinners. It invites 
us to recognize and experience in our lives both God’s Justice and His Mercy. 
We bear witness to the Justice of God by confessing our sinfulness and  
determining to avoid sin, and we bear witness to God’s Mercy by accepting  
the forgiveness of our sins and by determining to forgive those who have  
offended us. 
 

The incident happened in Jerusalem, in the precincts of the Temple where Jesus 
had been teaching. The scribes and Pharisees brought forward a woman caught 
in the act of adultery. The Mosaic penalty for such an offense was death by  
stoning, although there is no evidence that this ever took place, certainly not in 
Roman times. Besides, Moses commanded that both partners in adultery should 
be stoned, not only the woman. (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22). Stoning 
was mostly done in cases of blasphemy; such was the case with Stephen, whom 
we read about in the book of Acts of the Apostles. The Jewish civil and criminal 
code considered three grave sins as punishable by death, namely idolatry,  
murder and adultery. Deuteronomy prescribes death by strangulation for a  
married woman caught in adultery. If the guilty woman is betrothed, she has to be 
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MASS TIMES 

 

Reconciliation (Confession)  
Saturday after 9.15am Mass at Holy Trinity 

and 5.30pm at St John XXIII 
 

Everyone attending Mass is required to provide their full name and a  
contact phone number or email address for the purpose of contact tracing. 

 

COVID-SAFE check in using a QR code is encouraged. 
 

Due to current regulations masks covering both the mouth and nose  
are required to be worn at all Masses. 

 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

Readings for next Sunday, 10th April 2022 
 

 1st Reading Is 50:4 - 7 

2nd Reading Phil  2:6 - 11 

Gospel  Lk           22:14 - 23:56 

 

Saints/Feast Days Of the Week 
 

 4th Apr St Isidore 

 5th Apr St Vincent Ferrer 

 7th Apr St John Baptist de la Salle 

Our Community’s Prayer Petitions  
 

PLEASE NOTE: THE NAMES ON THE SICK LIST WILL REMAIN  
FOR TWO MONTHS ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED. 

 

BULLETIN PRAYER LIST: Please note that names can only be added to 
this list by immediate family, or the ill person themselves 

 (for reasons of privacy). 
 

Please Remember in your Prayers 
Those who are sick, especially:  

 

Martha Fernandez, Carmel Adam, Vesna Zagar.  
Kim Pope, Anne Hughes, David Truman, Bruce Tilley, 

Anne Valentine, Ken Randell, Mary Rose Probst,  
Molly Holmes, Maria Trotta, Joan Walmsley,  

Ursula Moore, Lil Buckley, Jason Mittiga, Pat Collins, 
Ruby Brokensha, Anne Van Der Arend, Margaret Pitt, 

Patricia Kopf, Darcy Ridley, Jayden Lee,  
Father Peter Milburn, Maria Hand, Emma Gammon, 

Asher Caudle, David North, Elijah Neri, Wayne Collins, 
Marg Dolman, Sean Molloy, Antoinette Pascale,  
Charlotte Fussell, Reta Lockyer, John MacGrath,  
Ken Robinson, Mary Redmond, Graham Speed,  

Marlen Piineda, Rosa Maria Santos, Betty Roper,  
Imperia De Ionno, Julie Reimann, Gerry Canavan,  

Kay Kennedy, Marie Boulton, Gary Lockyer,  
Yvonne Summers, Rita Robinson,  

Sr. Marleen Dewar OLSH, Emelia Pudelek 
 

Recently Deceased 
 

Peter Collaton, Des Haydon, Robert John Hornby 

stoned. In both cases they have violated God’s sixth 
commandment and have destroyed the fidelity and 
unity of marriage. "It is a terrible thing for a sinner to 
fall into the hands of his fellow sinners.” (F. B.  
Meyer). His opponents wanted to use the occasion to 
embarrass Jesus, because he had the reputation of 
proclaiming God’s mercy toward sinners. If he  
insisted on following the Law exactly, his reputation 
as a prophet of God’s mercy would be open to  
question. Besides, if Jesus consented to her death by 
strangulation or stoning, he would be violating the 
Roman law, which forbade killing by private citizens. 
If he took the side of the adulterous woman, he was 
open to the charge of ignoring God’s Law and God’s 
Justice as given by Moses. This was the clever trap 
they had set for Jesus. 
 

Initially, Jesus showed his lack of interest in the case 
by simply writing on the ground. Then, perfectly  
understanding the secret intentions of her  
self-righteous accusers and the helplessness of the 
woman, Jesus gave his verdict: “Let the one among 
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” Thus, Jesus turned the accusers’ attention back 
on themselves and made them realize that they, too, 
were sinners. St. Augustine puts Jesus’ stand as  
follows: “Let this woman be punished, but not by  
sinners; let the law be applied, but not by its  
transgressors.” Thus, Jesus cleverly escaped from 
the trap by leaving the judgment to the consciences 
of the accusers. This reduced the accusers to  
silence, prompting them to leave in shame.  
According to Jewish custom, the eldest should have 
begun the stoning. But the accusers melted away, 
beginning with the elders, who had probably brought 
the charge.  By appealing to the Justice of God and 
the injustice of humans, Jesus upheld God’s mercy. 
The moral of the story is not that sin is of no  
importance, or that God does not punish sin, but that 
God extends mercy to repentant sinners in order that 
they may turn from their sins. Since Jesus knew that 
her sin was a violation of the sixth commandment, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” he gave the woman 
the strong warning, “Go, and from now on, do not sin 
anymore.” Without minimizing her sinfulness, Jesus 
showed the sinner the respect she deserved as a 
human being, treating her with compassion.  
 

The story clearly communicates to us that we need to 
become forgiving people, ready for reconciliation. We 
are often self-righteous like the Pharisees, and ready 
to spread scandal about others with a bit of spicy 
gossip. We are judgmental about the unmarried 
mother, the alcoholic, the drug addict and the  
shop-lifter, ignoring Jesus’ command: “Let the one 
among you who is without sin be the first to throw a 
stone at her.”  Let us learn to acknowledge our sins, 
ask God’s forgiveness every day and extend the 
same forgiveness to our erring brothers and sisters. 
       cont….. 

We need to always remember that we have no right 
to judge others. We have no right to judge others  
because we often commit the very faults we  
condemn. Hence, let us leave the judgment to our 
just and merciful God and show mercy and  
compassion to those who sin because we ourselves 
are sinners in need of God’s forgiveness.  

 

We welcome to our community,  
 

Max William Fuss,  
Alison Marlene Artis  

Leo Daniel Malavazos 
who were baptised in March 

 

Please show your support by remembering  
them and their families in your prayers.  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
With all your heart turn to me, for I am tender and compassionate.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
APRIL BABIES 

 

3rd Apr Scott Keegan 

  James Callery 

  Julie Lesniewski 

 7th Apr Tash Souter 

 9th Apr Matthew Chambers 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL   
HQ: 1300 729 202 from 9.00am — 1.00pm 

or www.vinnies.org.au  

St Vincent de Paul  
Modbury Conference 

 

Not a call last week – that’s the first for a long time, 
but it’s not expected to last.  

Our average is around four calls per week. 
 

The Pooraka Hub in Desmond Street is continuing to 
operate Mon/Wed/Fri and is taking some of the  

pressure off the Salisbury area. 
 

We’ve been advised that sale of tickets in the  
People’s Choice Lottery resulted in a $162 dividend  

for Modbury Vinnies, despite our late entry.  
Looking forward to better next year.  

 

Our impending shortages in the pantry are  
Margarine, Jam and Tinned Carrots/Taters 

 

Many thanks for your support of the donation basket. 

 

 

 
 

 

STATIONS of the CROSS  
 

on Friday Nights during Lent  

at HOLY TRINITY 7-00pm  

 
 

 
Project Compassion  

 

Shaniella 23, from the Solomon Islands 
was determined to forge a path out of 
poverty, moving away to vocational 
school. With your support, Shaniella 
was able to overcome further  
challenges of natural disasters, and 
gain the skills she needs to create a 
brighter future for herself. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 so this 
transformational program can continue to empower and 
strengthen vulnerable communities For All Future  
Generations. 

 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face 
their challenges today and build a better tomorrow  

For All Future Generations.  
You can donate through Project Compassion donation 

boxes and envelopes available from your Parish,  
by visiting: lent.caritas.org.au,  

or by calling 1800 024 413 

EASTER TRIDUUM 
 

Holy Thursday  
 

7.30pm at Holy Trinity 

No 9.15am Mass at St John XXIII 
 

Good Friday 
 

10am Stations of the Cross at Holy Trinity 

11am Stations of the Cross at St John XXIII 

3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord at 
BOTH Churches 

 

EASTER MASSES 
 

Easter Vigil 
 

8pm at St John XXIII 
 

Easter Sunday  
 

8am at St John XXIII  

10am at Holy Trinity Church 

MASS BOOKINGS FOR EASTER LITURGIES 
 

As density restrictions have eased we will not be  
taking bookings for Easter Liturgies this year.  

 

However COVID-SAFE check in using a QR code 
or using the sign in sheet if you are unable  

to use the QR code will still be required. 
 

We ask that you arrive early to allow time for you to 
check in and be seated so Mass can commence  

on time and with minimal disruption 

The North East Cluster of Parishes  

Celebration of the 2nd Rite of Reconciliation 
 

5th April, 7pm at St David’s Church  
2 Vizard Road, Tea Tree Gully  

Many of the priests of the cluster will be  
available after communal prayer and preparation 

Vocations Movement 
 

The Archdiocese is seeking a parish representative  
for the Vocations Movement.  

This movement is made up of a lay representative 
from each parish who will take the lead in our parish 

promoting vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate and 
Consecrated life of Sisters and Brothers.  

There will be occasional Diocesan Vocation events, 
eg. Prayer vigils – and an evening quarterly meeting 

each year with the Diocesan Vocations Director.  
If you are interested in taking up this role on behalf of 

our parish, please call the parish office. 
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THE SOUTHERN CROSS 

The latest edition of The Southern Cross  

is available from both Mass Centres  

at a cost of $2 

or online at www.thesoutherncross.org.au  

TREASURE MARKET  
 

Second Saturday of each month 
8am to 12noon 

Next: 9th April 2022 
St John XXIII Centre 

Sellers $10—Buyers free! 
 

 Please send SMALLER goods our way,  
They can be left on the shelves in the  

Market Walkway  
OR IN THE BOX AT THE BACK OF ST JOHN XXIII 

CHURCH, ALSO IN A BOX IN THE CRY ROOM  
AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH. 

 

All monies raised from the Market  
are donated to the Parish. 

 

WE CAN NO LONGER ACCEPT LARGE ITEMS  
SUCH AS TVs, MATTRESSES, SOFAS,  

LOUNGE CHAIRS & WARDROBES  
AS WE ARE NOT ABLE TO SELL THEM. 

 

COVID SAFE REQUIREMENTS WILL APPLY 

 

 Mon 4th Apr Bowls Group         1pm - 3.30pm St John XXIII 

 Wed 6th Mar Seniors Social Group              1pm Holy Trinity 

 Wed 6th Apr Liturgy Committee                7pm Private Residence 

 Fri 8th Apr Craft Group                    9.30am - 12.30pm St John XXIII 

 Sat 9th Apr Treasure Market         8am - 12noon St John XXIII 

DEVELOPMENT FUND 2022 
 

Congratulations to our winner 
 

No 40, Fr Manu 
Drawn by Sindi Kinloch for Jim Bell 

 

If you would like to be included in the draw 
Please contact: Barbara Mathews 8258 8806 

 Tue   5th Apr Legion of Mary                   12.30pm Holy Trinity 

 Tue   5th Apr 2nd Rite of Reconciliation   7pm St David’s 

          Tea Tree Gully 

 Wed   6th Apr St Joseph Devotion          6.30pm Holy Trinity 

 Fri   8th Apr Stations of the Cross    7pm Holy Trinity 

 Sun 10th Apr Legion of Mary (Curia)   2pm Holy Trinity 

REACHOUT  
MORNING TEA MEETING: 

 

For all Reachout Members and friends 
Looking forward to seeing everyone  

this coming Tuesday 5thApril  
at the Salvation Army OASIS Café, Modbury  

after the 9.15am Mass at St John XXIII.  
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
Holy Week ...Tuesday 12th April,  

after the 9.15am Mass at St John XXIII  
we invite you all to join us in meditating the  

Stations of The Cross, recalling ‘The Way of The Cross’ 
and honouring the Passion of Our Lord. 

 

Maureen Kenny, Reach Out President 
Mobile: 0418 821 859 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What we, as Catholics,  
 

should know about Lent 
 

While we have talked about Fasting and Almsgiving we 
have not yet talked about Prayer. 
 

So why is Prayer seen as one of the three pillars of 
Lent? 
 

Prayer is another avenue for self-growth that can lead 
us into a closer relationship with God. You might say 
we should always be talking to God, no matter which of 
the Church’s seasons we are in, and you would be 
right. 
 

However, Lent provides us an opportunity to pray in 
ways other than just asking for things from God for  
ourselves. Examples of how we can appreciate God’s 
presence and works in our lives and in our world  
include: praying in praise of him for his glory and  
wonder; praying in thanks for the many blessings we 
have received; and calling on God to intercede in the 
lives of others in need.  
 

Prayer can strengthen our relationship with God. Our 
prayer activity could include Scripture readings before 
beginning our daily routine, praying at mealtimes or 
while travelling to work or school, or during our leisure 
activities, especially when enjoying the gift of time  
outdoors. 
 

This season of Lent gives us an opportunity for  
self-examination in order to better discover both our 
identity as children of God and the beautiful relationship 
with the Lord that can flow from that. 


